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Hon.ors for Scholars 
Three Univer ity g rad uates who have di st inguished 
themselves by the ir scholarl y attainments were hon-
ored during Arts and Science ·w eek. Each received 
the Cirntion o f Merit, presented by the Co llege of 
Arts a nd Science and the Univer ity Alumni Associa-
tion. Dean W. Francis English made the presenta-
tions at the Art a nd Scien e Week Banquet in 
Memorial Student Union on December 8, 1964. 
The awards went to: Irene B. Taeuber, Senior 
Demographer, Office of Population R esea rch, Prince-
ton University; W oodburn Overstreet Ross, Dean , 
Monteith College, Wayne State University; William 
Dulaney Gwinn, Professor of Chemist ry, University 
of California, Berkeley. 
At the University of Missouri, Dr. Taeuber re-
ceived her A. B. with distinction in socio logy in 1927 . 
She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa as a member of 
the Juni or F ive. H er scholarly eminence in her own 
fi e ld , that of world po pul at ion problems, has been 
recognized in her election to the presidency of th e 
Population Association of America in 1953-54, as 
vice-president of the Internati onal Unio n fo r Scien-
tific Study of Popula ti on in 1962, a nd in the con-
ferring of the honorary Doctor of Laws degree b y 
Taeuber). She has also se rved as consultant to 
of Po pula ti o n R esea rch at Princeton sin ce the or-
ga ni za tion was founded in 193fi. Some of her major 
publica ti ons include: Th e Ful11re Pofn1lalion of 
Europe and lhe Soviel Union ( 1943); The Popula-
tion of Tanganyika (U nited Nations, 1948); Public 
Heallh and Demograph)' in Lhe Far Easl (Rockefel-
ler Fo undat ion , 1948); The Changing Population of 
the Uniled Slales (1958, j oint a uthor with Conrad 
Taeuber). 
Dr. Taeuber h as also served as consulta nt to 
various agencies and orga ni za ti ons concerned with 
population problems both in the United States and 
abroad. 
Professor Ross received the A.B. degree in 1925 
and the A.M. in 1927 from the University. He was a n 
instructor in English here from 1926 to 1928. His 
Ph.D. was awarded by Yale University in 1935. At 
Wayne State University he has ta ught a nti distin-
guished himself in scho larly activity since 1936; pre-
viously he had taught at Dartmouth College and the 
University of North Dakota. ln 1958 Wayne Stale 
University requested Professor R oss to direct his 
energies and talents to the problem of creat ing an 
H onors College. This resulted in the es tablishment 
in 1960 of Monteith College, a distinctive educat io nal 
program for superior students. H e was named dean 
o[ the new college in 1963. H e continues aCL ive mem-
bership in Phi Beta Ka ppa and educa tional groups. 
Dr. R oss' ea rli est resea rch and publi cation was in 
the area of his speciali za tion- Middle English lan-
guage and litera ture. His edition of Middle English 
Serrnons was published by Oxford University Press in 
1940, a n edition which has become part of the Early 
English Text Society Series. His resea rch interes ts 
then gravitated toward narrative fi ctio n. T his new 
direc tio n was to produce a number of essays on 
America n and English nove li sts and short story 
writers. Dr. R oss gave the principal add ress at the 
Arts and Science Week Banquet. 
Dr. Gwinn ca me to the University in 1934 to fol-
low an A. B. curri culum with a group major in chem-
istry, ph ysics and mathemati cs. He won the Pi Mu 
E psil on exa min at io n prizes in both anal ytic geome try 
and ca lculus, and was se lec ted as one of the Senior 
Five of Phi Beta Kappa . He completed his A.B. 
wo rk in three years (1937) and took his A.M. degree in 
chemistry in 1939, completing hi s Ph .D. in physical 
chemist ry at the University o f Cali fo rnia in 1942 . 
Dr. Gwinn's research manifests a rare combination 
of theoretica l <1 nd experimental abilities of the high-
est order. He has developed a resea rch labora tory for 
study o f molecular structure, principally by means of 
microwave spec troscopy, which is one of the most 
outstanding· in the world. His sc ientifi c p<1 pers leal 
w ith such subjects as statistical thermodynam ics of 
internal rotation in molecu les, de termin ation of the 
compl ete structure of many molecules; and the pre-
cise measurement of the potential energy barriers to 
intern a l rota tion in molecules. 
H e has been a Guggenh eim Fellow abroad, an 
Alfred E. Sloan Fellow, a R esea rch Professor of the 
Miller Institute o f the University of Ca liforni ;:i, a nd 
associate editor, .Journal uf Ch emical Ph ysics. 
] 3 / MISSOURI ALUMNUS / FE BRUARY '65 
